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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Box Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING 
SENT BY U.S. MAIL, FIRST CLASS, TO THE 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231, THIS 


Sir: 


follows : 



Please amend the above-identified application as 


. IN THE CLAIMS 
Ple ase add new c laims 17-21 as follows: 
17. (New) A handle for coupling to ah apparatus — -used__JLn 
implanting a heart prosthetic, comprising: 

an elongate shaft, a gripping portion coupled to one 
end of the elongate shaft, the gripping portion 
including ribs; j&nd 
a tip coupled to thh other end of the shaft, the tip 
including a knob configured to be locked in the 
apparatus and! an abutting surface configured to 
abut the apparatus. 



18. (New) The apparatus off claim 17 wherein the handle includes 
flat portions. 


19. (New) The apparatus / of claim 18 wherein the tip includes 

walls and the flat portions of the handle are aligned with the 
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